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painted red, on which, upon great festivals, they hang
flags and streamers. The church is also Gothic; yet for
the preciousness of the materials, being of several rich
marbles, abundance of porphyry, serpentine, etc., far ex-
ceeding any in Rome, St. Peter's hardly excepted. I
much admired the splendid history of our blessed Savior,
composed all of Mosaic over the facciata, below which
and over the four chief gates are cast four horses in
copper as big as the life, the same that formerly were
transported from Rome by Constantine to Byzantium,
and thence by the Venetians hither.* They are supported
by eight porphyry columns, of very great size and value.
Being come into the church, you see nothing, and tread
on nothing, but what is precious. The floor is all inlaid
with agates, lazulis, chalcedons, jaspers, porphyries, and
other rich marbles, admirable also for the work; the walls
sumptuously incrusted, and presenting to the imagination
the shapes of men, birds, houses, flowers, and a thou-
sand varieties. The roof is of most excellent Mosaic;
but what most persons admire is the new work of the
emblematic tree at the other passage out of the church.
In the midst of this rich volto rise five cupolas, the mid-
dle very large and sustained by thirty-six marble columns,
eight of which are of precious marbles: under these cu-
polas is the high altar, on which is a reliquary of several
sorts of jewels, engraven with figures, after the Greek
manner, and set together with plates of pure gold. The
altar is covered with a canopy of ophite, on which is
sculptured the story of the Bible, and so on the pillars,
which are of .Parian marble, that support it. Behind
these, are four other columns of transparent and true
Oriental alabaster, brought hither out of the mines of
Solomon's Temple, as they report. There are many chap-
els and notable monuments of illustrious persons, dukes,
cardinals, etc., as Zeno, J. Soranzi, and others: there is
likewise a vast baptistry, of copper. Among other ven-
erable relics is a stone, on which they say our blessed
Lord stood preaching to those of Tyre and Sidon, arid
near the door is an image of Christ, much adorned, es-
teeming it. very sacred, for that a rude fellow striking
it they say, there gushed out a torrent of blood. In one

*They were taken away by Bonaparte to Paris; but in 1815, were
sent feaek to Venice.kept, with divers lusty pieces of ordnance.has its place
